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North Huddersfield Trust School, Mill Lane Primary School, and Ashbrow School are Seeking Community Feedback on Their Plans to Join Industrious Education Trust 


The Governing Bodies of North Huddersfield Trust School, Mill Lane Primary School, and Ashbrow School are seeking the local community's views on their plans to become academies and join a proposed new Multi-Academy Trust. 

Senior staff and the Governors at all three schools have spent time researching and undertaking due diligence, looking at the options for moving each school forward. As a result, they have decided that the best option to explore further is to look at extending their partnerships, consider becoming an academy, and join a new Multi Academy Trust (MAT) initially with three other local schools;

· Birkby Junior School
· Moldgreen Community Primary School
· Dalton School

The three schools above have submitted a MAT application to the Department for Education to found a new Multi Academy Trust, which will be known as Industrious Education Trust (IET). Hopefully, the MAT application will receive approval in autumn 24.

Together, the schools will form a small but growing Trust which will also comprise like-minded and strong schools that are committed to a truly inclusive education. The vision is to establish a Trust dedicated to finding collaborative solutions to ensure excellence for all children and the foundations for life-long learning. 

The schools within the new MAT will benefit from shared best practices in teaching and learning methodologies, an enriched and engaging curriculum, staff development and progression opportunities, and effective management of finance, human resources, legal services, school improvement structures, and governance arrangements.

Sarah Grant, Chair of Governors, North Huddersfield Trust School said: “We have entered the consultation phase and aim to engage with all stakeholders to seek their views on the proposal to become an academy and join Industrious Education Trust. Feedback received during the consultation period will aid the Governors and Board of Trustees in deciding whether to become an academy and join Industrious Education Trust.” 
 
Mrs Anisa Iltaf, Chair of Governors of Mill Lane Primary School said, “The Governing Body has been carefully considering our future strategy for the school, to ensure that we can continue providing the best education whilst remaining at the heart of our local community.  As we enter the consultation phase to join Industrious Education Trust, we think it is important that all of our stakeholders have the opportunity to be involved, so that we can together shape the future of the school in the best interests of our pupils, staff, families and communities.”

 
Ken Gedman, Chair of Governors of Ashbrow School “Joining a new Multi Academy Trust will allow us to build on our community partnerships; we will join a larger, stronger family spanning the whole Kirklees region. Together, we will be able to access expertise that a larger organisation can afford to support us in continuing to improve the experience for all our young people. We will also be able to harness our expertise and knowledge and share and support this with other schools, extending our influence across the region to benefit all young people.”    

Consultation Window

The consultation period for North Huddersfield Trust School’s will run from 14 October to 15 November 2024 inclusive. 

Ashbrow School and Mill Lane Primary School will begin a consultation period from 4 November to 29 November inclusive. 

Consultation Events

North Huddersfield Trust School’s community stakeholders were invited to attend a meeting on 23 October.  

Community stakeholders are invited to a meeting at Mill Lane Primary School on Thursday, 14 November 2024, from 9:00 to 10:00 (this is a joint parent/community meeting) to learn more.

Community stakeholders are invited to attend a meeting at Ashbrow School on Wednesday, 20 November 2024, from 9:00 to 10:00 (this is a joint parent/community meeting) to find out more.

The parent and stakeholder sessions will be an opportunity to ask questions about academy status and how this will affect the school specifically. 

There are many ways that the local community can have their say and ensure their views are heard. This can be by:

· completing an online feedback survey provided on the school website  
www.mill-lane.org.uk 
www.ashbrowschool.org.uk
· emailing any questions and feedback to hello@gailkhanassociates.co.uk (Gail Khan Associates are supporting school through the consultation process and collating all feedback)
· asking questions at any of our meetings 

After the consultation, each of the school’s Governing Bodies will evaluate the findings at their next full meeting.  

Ends
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The Industrious Education Trust website includes a proposed timeline and further information: www.industriouseducation.org.uk 



North Huddersfield Trust School: www.nhtschool.co.uk
 
Mill Lane Primary School: www.mill-lane.org.uk 

Ashbrow School: www.ashbrowschool.org.uk

